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To  HIS  WORSHIP  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND 
COUNaLLORS  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  BATLEY. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1953. 

The  fall  in  the  birth  rate  noted  in  previous  years  has  con- 
tinued, and  the  rate  for  1953  is  the  lowest  for  10  years.  There 
was  also  a further  fall  in  the  death  rate  (12.9)  but  this  is  stiU  above 
the  average  for  the  whole  country  (11.4)  and  for  towns  of  com- 
parable size  (11.3).  The  estimated  population  shows  practically 
no  change. 

The  causes  of  death  show  htde  alteration  in  their  proportions 
from  previous  years.  The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  ail 
types  (73)  is  somewhat  less  than  that  of  recent  years  (84  in  1952) 
and  the  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  show  no  significant  change 
over  the  past  five  years.  It  is  disquieting  to  note  that  there  were 
13  deaths  from  accidents  (excluding  read  accidents)  of  which  7 
were  due  to  falls  at  home  of  old  people.  The  prevention  of  this 
t5q)e  of  accident  is  a matter  which  merits  increasing  attention  of 
all  who  are  concerned  with  the  welfare  of  the  aged. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  shows  a marked  reduction  from  last 
year,  but  it  is  still  above  the  average  for  the  whole  country,  and 
half  of  the  cases  are  due  to  conditions  which  should  be  preventable 
at  the  present  day. 

Infectious  diseases  : — Measles  provided  the  largest  number  of 
cases  in  any  year  since  the  disease  became  notifiable  in  1939.  One 
reason  for  this  is  that  the  children  born  in  the  years  of  the  “peak- 
birth  rate”  (1947-1948)  are  now  in  their  first  two  years  at  school, 
and  these  are  the  ages  of  greatest  incidence  of  Measles.  While 
there  was  one  fatal  case,  there  were  very  few  serious  complications. 
Two  reasons  for  this  are  the  value  of  modern  methods  of  treatment 
in  the  prevention  of  complications  and  the  improved  standard  of 
health  of  the  modern  child.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  a fall  in  the 
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number  of  cases  of  Dysentery  but  this  is  a disease  which  is  likely 
to  recur  from  time  to  time  until  the  standards  of  hygiene  in  food 
handling  are  greatly  improved. 

An  outbreak  of  Asiatic  Smallpox  occurred  in  the  County  in 
March  and  April  and  while  no  case  occurred  within  the  Borough 
two  of  the  fatal  cases  were  subjects  who  lived  and  worked  within 
a mile  of  the  Borough  boundary.  The  effect  of  these  cases  on 
the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  is  referred  to  on  another 
page. 

There  was  a slight  fall  in  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis 
notified,  and  the  number  of  deaths  was  the  lowest  so  far  recorded 
in  any  year. 


SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  LOCAL  HEALTH 
AUTHORITY  (West  Riding  County  Council). 

Maternal  and  Child  Health. 

The  number  of  women  attending  the  Ante-Natal  Qinic  showed 
a further  fall  and  the  day  must  not  be  far  away  when  all  Ante- 
Natal  examinations  will  be  carried  out  by  the  Family  Doctor  or 
at  the  Maternity  Home  or  Hospital.  The  preference  for  Mater- 
nity Home  and  Hospital  confinement  continues  and  77%  of  all 
registered  births  took  place  in  Institutions. 

The  Domestic  Help  service  is  now  established  as  one  of  the 
principle  services  provided  by  a Local  Health  Authority.  At 
times  the  demand  exceeded  the  supply  of  helps  available. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Centres  continued  to  provide  advice  for 
mothers  in  the  care  of  young  children  and  increasing  importance 
is  attached  to  the  educational  aspect  of  this  work. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  and 
vaccination  against  smallpox  is  now  available  at  each  Infant  Wel- 
fare Clinic. 

The  range  of  the  Health  Visitors’  duties  continues  to  increase 
and  a closer  haison  with  local  hospitals  is  being  established,  par- 
ticularly in  the  way  of  providing  information  on  the  social  condi- 
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tions  of  children  attending  hospital.  The  hospitals  in  turn,  send 
details  of  cases  which  may  require  special  supervision  on  returning 
home. 

Mental  Health. 

A trained  Mental  Health  Social  Worker  deals  with  the  MentaUy 
sick  and  Mental  Defectives  in  this  area.  Patients  who  have  been 
discharged  from  Mental  Hospitals,  or  who  have  attended  Psychiatric 
and  Out  Patients  Clinics  are  visited  at  home,  and  help  and  advice 
is  given  to  enable  them  to  overcome  the  difficulties  which  have 
contributed  to  their  illness.  The  Social  Worker  maintains  close 
contact  with  the  family  doctor  in  her  work.  There  is  also  a very 
successful  haison  with  one  Mental  Hospital  in  the  area ; the  social 
worker  paying  regular  visits  to  this  hospital  for  “Case  Conferences” 
thus  providing  a continuity  of  service  between  hospital  and  home. 
The  care  of  the  Mentally  sick  is  being  more  and  more  recognised 
as  a work  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  social  welfare  of  the 
community  and  is  now  regarded  as  one  of  the  major  branches  of 
Public  Health. 

Sanitary  Services. 

The  report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  shows  that  the 
quality  of  Milk  and  other  foods  sampled  during  the  year,  has,  on 
the  whole,  been  satisfactory.  The  Bacteriological  Tests  of  Milk 
have  also  been  satisfactory  and  it  is  again  pleasing  to  record  that 
all  the  tests  submitted  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  in  Milk  were  negative. 
The  number  of  hcences  for  the  sale  of  designated  Milks  has  further 
increased.  As  this  report  is  being  written,  legislation  is  being  intro- 
duced to  include  the  Borough  in  a “specified  area”  as  a result  of 
which  the  sale  of  non-designated  milk  will  be  prohibited  Special 
attention  has  been  paid  during  the  year  to  the  hygiene  of  synthetic 
cream  as  this  substance  has,  on  occasions,  been  the  source  of  food 
poisoning  and  illness  of  the  enteric  fever  group  (although  no  out- 
breaks have  been  traced  to  this  source  in  Batley).  There  is  at 
present  no  recognised  standard  for  these  tests,  but  the  results  are 
used  as  a guide  in  assessing  the  hygiene  of  preparation  and  handling 
of  this  substance. 

There  has  been,  during  the  year,  an  increasing  awareness 
throughout  the  country,  of  the  ill  effects  of  atmospheric  pollution. 
This  has  arisen  as  a result  of  the  “smog”  in  London  in  December, 
1952.  While  no  such  serious  incident  occurred  in  Batley,  the  data 
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obtained  from  the  recording  instruments  in  the  Health  Department 
show  that  there  is  a long  way  to  go  before  any  marked  improvement 
can  be  claimed  in  the  condition  of  the  air  in  this  town. 

There  was  a further  increase  in  the  number  of  new  houses 
completed  during  the  year,  but  the  number  of  applicants  on  the 
waiting  list  for  corporation  houses  shows  no  decrease.  It  is  because 
of  this  large  waiting  list,  that  action  under  the  Housing  Act  in 
respect  of  individual  houses  has  been  taken  on  a very  limited  scale. 
It  is  hoped  that  as  a result  of  legislation  now  being  introduced  it 
will  soon  be  possible  to  deal  with  the  problem  of  unfit  houses  on 
a much  larger  scale. 

The  sections  of  this  report  deahng  with  the  Sanitary  Services 
have  been  prepared  by  Mr.  W.  Gilchrist  who  commenced  duty  as 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  in  May. 

As  in  previous  years  I am  indebted  to  Miss  K.  Lister,  Chief 
Qerk  and  other  members  of  the  clerical  staff  of  the  Divisional 
Health  Office  for  the  preparation  of  the  Medical  details  in  this 
report. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN.  F.  CAITHNESS, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 
OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 


(a)  MEDICAL 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Divisional  Medical  Officer, 
West  Riding  County  Council. 


Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer,  W.R.C.C. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  for 
M.  and  C.W.  (part-time) 


JOHN  F.  CAITHNESS,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
(Manch.)  D.P.H.,  (Ed.) 

Freda  M.  Cox,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Agnes  W.  Jervis,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  (St. 
And.) 

Agnes  H.  Crone,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  (Leeds) 
D.C.H. 

Mary  P.  W.  Ward,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

E.  S.  Tan,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  (Leeds),  D.O.M.S. 
(Eng.) 

John  M.  Fitton,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  (Leeds), 
(part-time)  F.R.C.S.  (Eng.) 
t The  Clinics  held  by  the  above  Consultants  are  controlled  by  No.  11 
Hospital  Management  Committee. 


Ophthalmic  Surgeon 


(part-time) 


Orthoptedic  Surgeon 


(b)  OTHERS 

School  Dental  Officer  ... 
Public  Analyst  (part-time) 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 


District  Sanitary  Inspectors 


Health  Visitors  and  School 
Nurses  


Assistant  Health  Visitors  and 
School  Nurses 


, W.  J.  Brown,  L.D.S.  (V.U.  Mane.) 

. Fred  W.  M.  Jafife,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C. 

Harold  Hornby,  F.R.San.I.  []  t f 
Ollett  Silver  Medallist 
(Resigned  April,  1953) 

William  Gilchrist,  M.S.I.A.,  D.P.A.  []  i:  ” 
(Commenced  29th  May,  1953) 

i J.  H.  Raynor,  []  ^ f 
I J.  A.  Hall,  []  4:  f 
j G.  O.  Lee,  []  t 

I G.  Carline,  []  j:  (Commenced  April,  1952) 

' E.  Allen,  § ||  O 
D.  L.  Rawson,  § ||  O 
J.  E.  Hainsworth,  § i|  O 

I A.  B.  Dobson,  § ||  O 
M.  Hudson,  § ||  O 

E.  Day,  § O (Commenced  July,  1953) 

I.  Emery,  § ||  O (Commenced  July,  1953) 
K.  Rowe,  § II  O (Commenced  Oct,  1953) 

( C.  M.  Stewart,  § 

I P.  Thorp,  § (Resigned  May,  1953) 

I A.  C.  Shepley,  § ||  (Resigned  28th  Oct., 

'■  B.  Flexney,  § ||  1953) 

D.  Render,  q 


Physiotherapist 
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Mental  Health  Social  Worker  Mrs.  M.  M.  de  la  Cour,  x 
Chief  Qerk  Miss  K.  Lister 


Qerks 


Dental  Attendant 


Midwives 


Home  Nurses 


D.  Anthony 
, C.  Richardson 
I Miss  M.  J.  Gothard 

1 Miss  W.  M.  Townsley  (Resigned  11th 
I Sept.,  1953), 

< Miss  D.  Wrigley 

iC.  Padgett 

Mrs.  B.  Shepley  (nee  Green) 

Miss  M.  Richardson  (Commenced  Nov., 
1953) 

A.  Onoszko 

E.  A.  Feamsides,  § H * 

M.  H.  Foy,  II  * 

, C.  Lynch,  § H * 

M.  Lynch,  § [I  * 

^ A.  Layland,  § fl  * 

(E.  Baines,  § t 
F.  Collins,  § 11  t 
A.  E.  Gill,  5 II  t 
E.  1.  Masterman,  § ll  t 
J.  Lewis,  § 


[] — Holds  Certificate  for  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  or 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  Examination  Joint 
Board. 

t — Holds  Certificate  for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  other  Foods,  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute. 

f — Holds  Certificate  for  Smoke  Inspectors,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

° — Holds  Certificate  for  Smoke  Inspectors,  London  County  Council. 

§ — Holds  Certificate  for  three  years  general  training.  State  Registered 
Nurse. 

O — Holds  Certificate  for  Health  Visitors,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  approved 
by  Ministry  of  Health. 

II — Holds  Certificate  of  Central  Midwives’  Board. 

Q — Holds  Certificate  of  Chartered  Society  of  Physiotherapy. 

* — Holds  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  Certificate. 

t — Holds  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing  Certificate. 

X — Holds  Certificate  of  Central  Association  for  Mental  Welfare. 
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Borough  of  Batley — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District 
during  1953  and  Previous  years 


NET  LIVE 

NET  DEATHS  BELONGING 
TO  THE  DISTRICT 

Yearly 

Average 

Estimated 

Population 

BIRTHS 

Under  1 Year 
of  age 

At  all  Ages 

No. 

Rhte  per 
1,000 

No. 

Rate  per 
1,000  Net 
Births 

No. 

Rate  per 
1,000 

10  years 
1901-10 

31,694 

827 

26.1 

143 

171 

537 

17.0 

10  years 
1911-20 

36,435 

676 

20.5 

93 

123 

571 

16.0 

10  years 
1921-30 

35,765 

624 

17.3 

48 

76 

485 

13.4 

10  years 
1931-40 

36,246 

493 

13.5 

26 

53 

510 

14.0 

10  years 
1941-50 

38,157 

693 

18.1 

29 

42 

527 

13.8 

Year  1950 

40,210 

645 

16.4 

21 

32.6 

512 

12.7 

» 1951 

39,900 

663 

16.6 

17 

25.6 

598 

14.9 

» 1952 

39,920 

645 

16.2 

24 

37.2 

556 

13.9 

1953 

39,930 

624 

15.6 

18 

28.8 

517 

12.9 

^England  and  Wales 

^160  County  Boroughs  and  Great 
g Towns  including  London 

g 160  Smaller  Towns 


i LONDON 


cu 


15.5 

26.8 

11.4 

17.0 

30.8 

12.2 

15.7 

24.3 

11.3 

17.5 

24.8 

12.5 

Live  Births — Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Stillbirths 

Deaths 


Puerperal  sepsis 
Other  puerperal  causes 
Total 


Total 

M. 

F. 

598 

299 

299 

26 

13 

13 

Birth  Rate  ... 

15.6 

23 

12 

11 

Rate  per  1,000 

total  births 

35.5 

517 

272 

245 

Death  Rate  . . . 

12.9 

Rate  per  1,000 

Deaths 

total  births 

1.55 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:  — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

There  has  not  been  excessive  mortality  during  the  year  from  any  of  the 
notifiable  infectious  diseases. 


28.8 

28.4 

38.5 
73 

1 

Nil 

1 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Batley  for  the  year  1953 


Ages  at  Death 


Causes  of  Death 

Under  1 Month 

M 

J3  Q 
ete 

6 months  and 

under  1 year 

1 and  under  2 

2 and  under  5 

5 and  under  15 

1 ^ 
9* 

1 U 

4 

C 

•e 

c 

0 

ID 

«■ 

»■ 

3 t 
•e 

s 

X 

s 

ID 

ID 

£ 

X 

1 

65  and  upwards 

I-) 

< 

H 

O 

H 

T uberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

2 

do.  other 

SyphUitic  disease 

Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  infections 

Acute  Poliomyehtis  ... 

Measles 

1 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

9 

19 

29 

,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus 

1 

5 

3 

8 

„ „ breast 

2 

3 

1 

6 

uterus 

3 

6 

Other  maUgnant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms 

2 

7 

15 

24 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  

1 

1 

2 

4 

Diabetes 

4 

4 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

15 

75 

90 

Coronary  disease,  Angina 

1 

22 

43 

66 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

6 

20 

26 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

10 

59 

69 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

3 

21 

25 

Influenza 

3 

3 

Pneumonia  

i 

i 

1 

3 

9 

16 

Bronchitis 

3 

1 

3 

39 

46 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory 

system 

1 

4 

5 

10 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

1 

3 

(rastritis,  enteritis  anH  Hinrrhrea 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

3 

7 

10 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate  

1 

4 

5 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  ... 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

2 

Other  defined  and  illdefined  diseases 

7 

2 

2 

8 

21 

40 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

1 

3 

All  other  accidents 

1 

3 

2 

7 

13 

Suicide 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

TOTAL  

9 

5 

4 

2 

9 

1 

20 

112|361 

517 

Causes  of  Infant  Deaths ; 

Prematurity 

6 

Pneumonia 

3 

Gastro-enteritis 

1 

TOTAL 

Bronchitis  ■ • . ...  . . • 3 

Congenital  Debility  . . ...  2 

Other  causes  . . . . ...  3 

...  18 
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BIRTHS. — The  Registrar-General  reports  the  registration — 
which  is  distinct  from  notification — of  624  births  in  Badey  during 
1953.  There  were  23  still  births  registered  in  addition  to  the  live 
births. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT,  1907.— Doctors  notified 
6,  midwives  674,  and  other  persons  1 birth,  a total  of  681  during 
1953.  Of  these  23  were  still  births. 

INFANTILE  BIRTH  RATE.— Of  the  18  infant  deaths  8 were 
due  to  premature  birth  and/or  congenital  debility. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

The  service  has  increased  steadily  during  the  year. 

The  estabUshment  of  Domestic  Helps  as  fixed  by  the  Local 
Health  Authority  was  (for  the  whole  of  Division  15 — Batley  and 
Heckmondwike)  19  whole-time  Home  Helps. 

The  recruitment  of  Domestic  Helps  was  sufficient  to  maintain 
the  establishment  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 

All  apphcants  for  appointment  as  Home  Helps,  furnish  the 
names  of  two  referees,  are  the  subject  of  a report  by  a Health 
Visitor  and  are  then  interviewed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  his  capacity  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  the  Local  Health 
Authority’s  services. 

For  Tuberculosis  cases,  the  Home  Help  is  invited  to  volunteer 
for  this  type  of  case  and  before  commencing  duty  is  examined 
(including  X-Ray)  by  the  area  Chest  Physician  and  re-examined 
at  intervals  of  six  months  if  still  attending  this  type  of  case. 

The  following  are  details  of  the  service  for  the  year  : — 

(a)  No.  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  31st  December — 

(i)  Whole  Time  7 

(ii)  Part  Time  24 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  IN  BATLEY  AND  ENaLANO  ANP  WALES,  1890-1953 


^ O i 
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(b)  No.  of  cases  provided  with  Domestic  Helps  during  the  year  ; 


and  classification  of  such  cases  : — 

(i)  Maternity  (including  expectant  mo±ers)  54 

(ii)  Tuberculosis  5 

(iii)  Chronic  sick  (including  aged  and  infirm)  ...  168 

(iv)  Others  21 


In  all  applications  for  Home  Help  service  the  applicant  or  the 
head  of  the  household  is  requested  to  disclose  the  financial  means 
of  all  members  of  the  household.  The  case  is  then  assessed  by 
the  County  Council’s  Finance  Officer  according  to  an  agreed  scale. 

Details  of  this  assessment  are  given  below  : — 


BATLEY 


Maternity 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Chronic 

Sick 

Others 

Total 

Nil 

Assessments 

21 

4 

154 

11 

190 

Assessments 

Issued 

33 

1 

14 

10 

58 

TOTAL  ... 

54 

5 

168 

21 

248 

HECKMONDWIKE 


NU 

Assessments 

5 

1 

28 

4 

38 

Assessments 

Issued 

6 

— 

8 

2 

16 

TOTAL  ... 

11 

1 

36 

6 

54 

TOTAL  FOR  DIVISION 


Nil 

Assessments 

26 

5 

182 

15 

228 

Assessments 

Issued 

39 

1 

22 

12 

74 

TOTAL  ... 

65 

6 

204 

27 

302 

14 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 


Name 

Address 

Sessions 

Authority 

Providing 

Ante  Natal  and 
Post  Natal  Clinics 

Wellington  Street, 
Batley 

Weekly,  Monday 
2-5  p.m. 

W.R.C.C. 

Infant  Welfare 
Centre 

Ditto 

Tuesday,  2-4  p.m. 
Friday,  2-4  p.m. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Conservative 
Qub,  Low  Lane, 
Birstall 

Wednesday, 

2-4  p.m. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Church  HaU, 
Ebenezer  Meth. 
Chapel,  Hanging 
Heaton 

Thursday, 

2-4  p.m. 
Fortnighdy 

Ditto 

Ditto 

King  St.  Mission, 
Batley  Carr 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Diphtheria  Im- 
munisation Clinic 

Wellington  Street, 
Batley 

Monthly,  Friday 
9.30  a.m.-12  noon 

W.R.C.C. 

Orthopasdic  Clinic 

Temperance  Hall, 
Badey 

Monthly 

2nd  Thursday 
3-4  p.m. 

Reg.  Hosp.  Board 

Massage,  etc. 
Clmic 

Ditto 

Monday  & 
Thursday 

9.30  a.m.-12  noon 
2-5  p.m. 

W.R.C.C. 

Minor  Ailments 
Clinic 

Wellington  Street, 
Badey 

Daily,  9 a.m. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Conservative 
Club,  Low  Lane, 
Birstall 

Wednesday, 

4 p.m. 

Ditto 

Ophthalmic  Clinic 

Infant  Welfare 
Centre, 
Wellington 
Street,  Batley 

Weekly, 

Wednesday, 

9 a.m.-12  noon 
Fortnighdy, 
Friday, 

9 a.m.-12  noon 
1.30-3.30  p.m. 

Reg.  Hosp.  Board 

Dental  Clinic 

Market  Place, 
Badey. 

Monday-Friday 

9 a.m.-12  noon 
2—5  p.m. 
Saturday, 

9 a.m.-12  noon 

W.R.C.C. 

Aural  Clinic 

Badey  Hospital 

When  required 

Reg.  Hosp.  Board 

Chest  Clinic 

Branch  House 
Chambers,  Badey 

Wednesday, 

2—4  p.m. 

Reg.  Hosp.  Board 

Treatment 
Centres  for 
Venereal  Disease 

Dewsbury 

Infirmary 

Mon.  1.30-4  p.m. 

(M.  & F.) 
Thurs.  10.0-12 
noon  (M.) 
Friday,  5-7  p.m. 
(M.  & F.) 

Reg.  Hosp.  Board 
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Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres — continued 


Name 

Address 

Sessions 

Authority 

Providing 

Speech  Therapy 

Infant  Welfare 
Centre, 
Wellington 
Street,  Batley 

Wednesday 
weekly  and 
Friday 
Fortnightly, 

9 a.m.-12  noon 
1.30-5.15  p.m. 

W.R.C.C. 

Sun  Ray 

Ditto 

Monday  and 
Thursday-9  a.m. 

W.R.C.C. 

Paediauic 

Ditto 

Fortnightly, 

Tuesday, 

9.30  a.m.-12  noon 

W.R.C.C. 

HOSPITALS 

The  actual  number  of  hospitals  serving  the  area  shewed  no 
change  from  the  previous  year. 

Infectious  Diseases  are  admitted  to  one  or  other  of  three  large 
hospitals  in  the  County, 

All  hospitals  in  the  Borough  and  neighbourhood  are  controlled 
by  No.  11  (Dewsbury,  Badey  and  Mirfield)  Hospital  Management 
Committee. 

During  1953  the  attendances  of  Batley  residents  at  the  Venereal 
Diseases  Clinics  were  22  males  and  18  females. 


ANTE  NATAL  CLINIC 

No.  of  individual  patients  who  attended  ..  ...  421 

Total  number  of  attendances  ...  1,417 

POST  NATAL  CLINIC 

No.  of  individual  patients  who  attended 34 

Total  number  of  attendances  ...  ...  . . 35 


CONTRACEPTIVE  CLINIC 

Seven  persons  attended  a Clinic  held  by  the  Family  Plaiming 
Association  in  a neighbouring  area. 
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Infant  Welfare  Centres 


Attend- 
ances of 
children 

CENTRES 

Wellington 

St. 

(2  Sessions) 

Birstall 

Hanging 

Heaton 

Batley 

Carr 

TOTAL 

Under  1 
year  (1953) 

4,990 

1,659 

295 

601 

7,545 

1 but  under 

2 (1952) 

564 

282 

80 

106 

1,032 

2 but  under 

5 (1951-48) 

538 

827 

128 

158 

1,651 

New 

Admissions: 

Under  1 
year  (1953) 

258 

106 

27 

40 

431 

1 but  under 

2 (1952) 

256 

88 

20 

43 

407 

2 but  imder 
5 (1951-48) 

252 

146 

30 

59 

487 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  PERFORMED  BY  DOMICILIARY 
MIDWIVES  IN  BAXLEY  DURING  1953 


Names  of  Midwives 


E.  A.  Feamsides 

M.  H.  Foy 

A.  Layland 

C.  Lynch 

•s 

E.  Sandford 

Total 

Visits  to  Ante  Natal  cases 

317 

155 

106 

186 

209 

563 

1,536 

Cases 

attended 

As  Midwife 

37 

28 

25 

41 

11 

31 

173 

As  Maternity 
Nurse 

— 

2 

2 

3 

2 

1 

10 

No.  of  visits  to  patients 
following  delivery 

680 

572 

394 

584 

308 

733 

3,271 

No.  of  visits  to  patients  after 
discharge  from  hospital 

89 

24 

12 

132 

53 

144 

454 
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HEALTH  VISITORS 

The  arrangements  made  for  ±e  visiting  of  children  between 
the  ages  of  one  and  five  are  as  previously. 

Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by  Health  Visitors  in 
Badey  : — 


First  Visits 

Total  Visits 

(a)  To  expectant  mothers 

287 

412 

(b)  To  children  under  one  year 
of  age  

818 

3,950 

(c)  To  children  age  1 and  under 
two  years  



1,748 

(d)  To  children  age  2 but  under 
five  years  ... 

— 

2,979 

Total  Visits 

(e)  To  Tuberculosis  households  ...  775 

(f)  To  other  cases  2,794 

The  preceding  figures  do  not  include  visits  paid 
by  ±e  nurses  in  their  capacities  as  School 
Nurses,  which  were  : — 

(a)  To  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  536i 

(b)  To  homes  5891 

1,126 


The  grand  total,  therefore,  of  visits  by  the 
Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  during 
1953  was  


13,984 
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made  25  attendances  at  the  Physiotherapy  Clinic. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948— Sec.  47 

Removal  to  suitable  premises,  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and 
attention  : — 

No  case  arose  during  the  year  under  review. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948— Sec.  50 

Burials  in  circumstances  where  suitable  arrangements  were  not 
made  otherwise  than  by  the  Local  Authority  : — 

No  case  arose  during  the  year  under  review. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

1,  (i)  WATER  SUPPLY — Particulars  of  the  Batley  Water  supply 
have  been  given  in  previous  annual  reports.  The  chief  source  is 
from  the  town’s  own  reservoirs  situated  about  eighteen  miles  away 
in  the  Pennine  Hills. 

In  addition  bulk  supphes  are  received  from  the  Bradford  and 
Halifax  Corporation  for  the  areas  of  BirstaU  and  Soothill 
respectively. 


These  waters  are  excellent  in  every  respect,  both  for  domestic 
and  trade  purposes,  and  every  house  in  the  Borough  is  suppUed 
from  a public  water  main  with  service  laid  direct  to  the  house. 
The  number  of  dwelling  houses  suppUed  from  public  water  mains 
is  13,836  and  the  population  supplied  was  39,930. 
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Particulars  of  (a)  Bacteriological  Examinations,  (b)  Chemical 
Examinations  and  (c)  Examinations  for  Plumbo-solvent  action  : — 

(a)  Bacteriological  Examinations  : — 


Source  of 
Supply 

Raw  Water 

Number  of  Samples 

Water  going  into  supply 
after  treatment 

Number  of  Samples 

Satisfac- 

tory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Total 

Satisfac- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Total 

Batley 

Corporation 

Bradford 

Corporation 

Halifax 

Corporation 

13 

7 

20 

50 

1 

51 

, 

_ 

22 

2 

24 

— 

— 

— 

20 

— 

20 

(b)  Chemical  Examinations  : — 


Source  of 
Supply 

Raw  Water 

Number  of  Samples 

Water  going  into  supply 
after  treatment 

Number  of  Samples 

Satisfac- 

tory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Total 

Satisfac- 

tory 

Unsatis- 

tory 

Total 

Batley 

Corporation 

Bradford 

Corporation 

Halifax 

Corporation 

3 

_ 

3 

7 



7 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

(c)  Examinations  for  Plumbo-solvent  action  : — 


Sample 
No.  and 
Date 
collected 

Approx. 
Length  of 
lead  ser- 
vice pipe 

Result  of  Exam. 

Supply 

Lead 
content 
Grains 
per  gall. 

pH 

value 

Remarks 

All  samples 

Batley  Corpn. 

After  standing  in 
pipe  all  night  ... 

(1),  4.1.53 

40  ft. 

Nil 

6.8 

Satisfactory 

After  standing  in 
pipe  for  measured 

(2)  4.1.53 

40  ft. 

Nil 

6.8 

Satisfactory 

period  of  half  an 

(3)  „ 

35-40  ft. 

6.8 

hour  

(4)  „ 

35-40  ft. 

>} 

7.2 

y 

The  precautions  taken  against  plumbo-solvent  action  are  the 
addition  of  lime  to  increase  the  pH  value  of  the  raw  water. 


Other  forms  of  treatment  given  are  routine  filtration  and 
chlorination. 
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(ii)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.  The  Borough  Engineer, 
Mr.  T.  Mossop,  states  : — 

“With  few  exceptions  in  the  outlying  areas,  all  premises  are 
connected  to  public  sewers,  which  discharge  into  the  Dewsbury 
main  sewers,  and  thence  to  Mitchell  Laithes  Works  for  treatment. 

During  1953,  extensions  were  carried  out  to  sewers  on  the 
Staincliffe  and  Fieldhead  Housing  Estates. 


2.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS.— 

“The  Yorkshire  Ouse  River  Board  is  the  authority  which  exer- 
cises supervision  over  the  Badey  Beck.  Considerable  progress  has 
been  made  during  recent  years  in  diverting  industrial  trade  waste 
into  the  public  sewers,  and  apart  from  a small  amoimt  of  dye  water 
which  discolours  the  stream  occasionally,  there  is  now  very  htde 
pollution. 

During  heavy  rain  storms,  the  stream  occasionally  overflows 
its  banks,  causing  flooding  of  houses  and  streets.  This  has  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  the  Corporation  for  many  years,  pnd  a 
scheme  is  in  course  of  preparation  for  cleaning  the  bed  of  die 
stream  at  the  points  most  liable  for  flooding,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  the  work  will  be  done  during  1954.” 


3.  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION,  1953 

Water-Closets 


The  Borough — 1952 

12,151 

Additional;  to  existing  buildings 

24 

Additional;  to  new  buildings  

207 

Additional;  by  conversions  

Nil 

Less  number  abolished  ... 

Nil 

Total— 1953  

12,382 
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Trough  Closets 

The  Borough — 1952  ...  28 

Less  number  abolished Nil 


Total — 1953  28 


Slop  Water  Closets 

The  Borough — 1952  1 

Less  number  abolished Nil 


Total— 1953  1 


Pail  Closets  (including  Chemical  Closets) 

The  Borough — 1952  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Additional;  by  alteration  of  privy  closets  ...  ...  4 

Additional;  to  existing  buildings  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Less  number  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Total— 1953  25 


Privy  Closets 

The  Borough — 1952  (25  structures)  ...  ...  ...  37 

Less  number  abohshed  or  converted  to  W.C.’s  or  pail 
closets  4 


Total — 1953  (24  structures)  33 


Total — 1953  Closets  of  all  types  12,489 


With  a wholesome  water-supply  to  every  house,  water-carriage 
sanitation  to  almost  all  premises,  and  good  Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal,  the  town  is  well  served  in  the  first  essentials  of  a healthy 
environment. 
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(ii)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  service  administered  by  the  Public  Health  Committee 
includes  refuse  collection  and  disposal;  cleansing  and  maintenance 
of  public  conveniences;  and  provides  for  the  humane  destruction 
of  domestic  animals. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

(i)  Collection 

The  year  under  review  saw,  with  the  termination  of  the  North 
Ward  Contract  on  the  31st  July,  the  completion  of  the  transfer 
of  the  refuse  collection  service  from  private  contraa  to  direct  labour. 
The  whole  of  the  Borough’s  refuse  collection  is  now  on  a Weekly 
beat  system  by  four  collection  teams.  A survey  of  the  service 
was  imdertaken  in  the  autumn  and  a detailed  report  submitted  to 
the  appropriate  Committee.  Shortage  of  labour  and  a high  inci- 
dence of  manpower  turnover  have  presented  problems  but  collec- 
tions have  been  well  maintained. 

(ii)  Depot 

The  present  cleansing  service  operates  from  garage  premises 
in  Coulters  Yard,  premises  which  offer  little  in  the  way  of  either 
facilities  or  amenities.  However  the  Council  is  fortunate  in  having 
at  the  Victoria  Avenue  Disinfecting  Station  the  buildings  of  the 
old  Destructor  works.  Though  fast  going  derelict  these  buildings 
can  be  saved  and  the  Council  has  under  consideration  a scheme 
for  adapting  them  as  a cleansing  and  salvage  depot.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  the  conversion  work  can  be  done  at  a cost  equivalent 
to  the  capitaUsed  value  of  the  Coulters  Yard  rent;  and  that  the 
new  premises  wiU  provide  better  facilities  for  staff  and  offer  op- 
portunities for  increasing  salvage  income. 

(iii)  Disposal 

All  the  Borough’s  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controUed  tipping. 
Two  tips  are  in  use;  Soothill  Wood  Colliery  tip  and  Nab  Lane 
( Bnstall)  tip,  each  dealing  with  roughly  the  same  tonnage.  These  sites 
offer  a tippmg  potential  of  many  years  and  are  an  asset.  Situated 
^ they  are  on  the  boundary  of  the  district  no  complaints  have 
been  made  and  no  serious  nuisance  has  arisen.  Covering  material 
for  sealing  tlae  surface  and  sides  of  tlie  tips  is  obtained  chiefly 
from  local  mills  and  was  in  fair  supply. 
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(iv)  Cost 

The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  cost  of  the  refuse 
collection  and  disposal  service  in  terms  of  rate  levied  over  the  past 
four  years. 


Rates  levied  per  head  of  population  on  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 
(From  I.M.T.A.  Return  of  Rates  levied^) 


Average  for  all  districts 
in  I.M.T.A.  Return 

1950-1 

1951-2 

1952-3 

1953-4 

s. 

d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Urban  Districts 

7 

9 

8 2 

8 9 

10  1 

Non-County  Boroughs 

7 

11 

8 4 

8 7 

10  2 

Batley 

6 

6 

6 11 

7 7 

8 0 

Cost  Statement  1953-54 


Percentage 

Particulars 

Collection 

Disposal 

Totals 

of  total 

Item 

1 

2 

3 

4 

gross 

expend!- 

ture 

5 

REVENUE  ACCOUNT 

£ 

£ 

£ 

% 

1 

GROSS 

EXPENDITURE 

(i)  Labour 

5,800 

2,450 

8,250 

57.08 

(ii)  Transport 

(iii)  Plant,  equipment, 

4,483 

556 

5.039 

34.87 

land  and  buildings 

— 

— 

— 

(iv)  Other  items 

(v)  Total  gross 

895 

268 

1,163 

8.05 

expenditure 

11.178 

3,274 

14,452 

100. 

2 

GROSS  INCOME  in- 

eluding  £ Nil  received 
from  other  local  auth- 

orities)  

29 

464 

493 

— 

3 

NET  COST 

11,149 

2,810 

13,959 

— 

4 

Capital  expenditure 

met  from  revenue 
(included  above) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

UNIT  COSTS 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

5 

Gross  cost  per  ton. 

labour  only 

10  oi 

4 21 

14  31 

6 

Gross  cost  per  ton, 

transport  only 

1 loi 

Ui 

00 

VO 

7 

Net  cost  (all  expend!- 

ture  per  ton) 

19  6 

4 10 

25  2 

8 

Net  cost  per  1,000 

£ 

£ 

£ 

pc'pulation 

279.212 

70.373 

349.586 

9 

Net  cost  per  1,000 

premises  

721.384 

181.818 

903.202 
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Operational  Statistics 


10.  Area  (statute  acres) — land  and  inland  water 

11.  Population  at  30th  June,  1953  (Registrar- 

General’s  estimate 

12.  Total  refuse  collected  (tons)  (estimated)  ... 

13.  Weight  (cwts.)  per  1,000  population  per  day 

(365  days  to  year)  ...  ...  

14.  Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is 

collected 

15.  Premises  from  which  daily  collection  is  made 

16.  Average  haul  (miles)  by  collection  vehicle 

to  disposal  point  (single  journey)  ... 

17.  Kerbside  collection,  if  practised,  expressed  as 

estimated  percentage  of  total  collection  ... 

18.  Total  refuse  disposed  of 

19.  Methods  of  disposal  (salvage  excluded): 

(a)  Crude  tipping  

(b)  Controlled  tipping  

(c)  Direct  incineration 

(d)  Separation  and  incineration  ... 

(e)  Other  methods  (state  nature), 


4,461  acres 

39,930  persons 
11,427  tons 

15.5  cwts. 

15,455  premises 
Nil  % of  total 

1.25  miles 

Nil  "o 
11,557  tons 

Nil  % 

100  °o 

Nil  % 

Nil  % 

Nil  % 


100  % 


20.  Salvage  and  Trade  Refuse.  Analysis  of  income  and  tonnage  ; 


Income 

Tonnage 

Collected 

Salvage 

£ 

tons 

(a)  Raw  Kitchen  Waste  ... 

— 

— 

(b)  Scrap  Metal 

— 

5 

(c)  Waste  Paper 

364 

63 

(d)  Other  Salvage  

13 

— 

(e)  Totals  

377 

68 

Trade  Refuse  

32 

nil 

COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE 
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Public  Conveniences 

The  Department  is  responsible  for  the  cleansing  and  mainten- 
ance of  public  conveniences  other  than  those  attached  to  Public 
Parks  and  Playing  Fields  and  also  excluding  the  central  market 
convenience. 

The  Council  has  reviewed  the  question  of  the  inadequacy  of 
accommodation  throughout  the  Borough  generally.  Whilst  there 
is  a case  for  improving  facilities  in  many  districts  the  full  scheme  of 
improvement  was  estimated  to  cost  £9,270.  A modified  scheme 
was  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  a view  to  the 
erection  of  three  public  conveniences  to  serve  the  Mount  Pleasant, 
Upper  Badey  and  Badey  Carr  areas. 

Lethal  Chambers 

Facilities  continue  to  be  available  to  the  public  at  the  Victoria 
Avenue  Depot  for  the  humane  destruction  of  cats  and  dogs.  The 
disposal  of  dead  animals  from  the  Peoples’  Dispensary  for  Sick 
Animals  Clinic  is  also  undertaken  by  the  Department. 
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(iii)  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

WORK  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTORS  UNDER  ARTICLE 
27  OF  THE  SANITARY  OFFICERS  (OUTSIDE  LONDON) 


REGULATIONS,  1935 

DESCRIPTION  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  : 

YEAR  1953 

Total  number  of  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  made  13,236 

Primary 

Re 

Details 

Inspections 

Inspections 

Housing  Acts 

9 

138 

Re  Sanitary  Defects  ... 

1,221 

3,286 

Infectious  Diseases 

77 

89 

Verminous  and  dirty  houses  ... 

93 

71 

„ houses  treated 

43 

2 

Overcrowding  ... 

29 

2 

Water  Supply  ...  

43 

20 

Factories 

294 

121 

Workplaces 

47 

— 

Shops  Acts 

17 

11 

Drains  inspected 

269 

173 

Drains  tested 

210 

46 

Smoke  Observations 

196 



Factories  (Smoke  Nuisance)  ... 

45 

14 

Offensive  Trades 

8 



Stables  ... 

10 



Swine,  fowls  and  other  animals 

30 

26 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

26 

2 

Tips,  etc.  

29 

16 

Schools  ... 

17 

4 

Sewers,  etc. 

71 

113 

Prev.  of  Dam.  by  Pests  Act 

111 

273 

Miscellaneous  visits 

2,773 

104 

Slaughter  houses 

9 

Meat  Shops 

126 



Food  prep.  Rooms,  Canteens,  etc. 

225 



Provision  and  other  food  shops 

598 



Bakehouses 

129 

Fried  fish  and  chip  shops 

103 



Ice  Cream  Premises 

79 



Dairies  and  milk  shops 

67 

Market  Stalls  ... 

691 

Samples : — 

Milk — Chemical  exams. 

125 

Ice  Cream  „ „ 

— 



Milk — Bact  exams. 

169 



Ice  Cream  „ „ 

63 



Synthetic  Cream  „ „ 

26 



Iced  Lollies  „ „ 

17 



Miscellaneous  foods — 

Chemical  exams.  ... 

39 



Milk — Biol,  exams.  ... 

7 



Rag  Flock,  etc. — Chemical  exams. 

30 

Swimming  Bath  water — 

Chem,  and/or  Bact.  exams. 

10 

Other  waters — 

Chem.  or  Bact.  exams. 

4 

— 

Totals 

8,185 

5,051 
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Informal  Notices  served  ...  489 

Informal  Notices  compUed  with  596 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  222 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  . . ...  ...  ...  229 

Prosecutions  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  Nil 

Number  of  complaints  received  and  entered  in  complaint 

book  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  172 


(iv)  SHOPS  ACT 

No  of  Inspections — 16. 

2 Notices  were  served,  and  1 complied  with,  in  respect  of 
offences. 

By  far  the  majority  of  retail  shops  in  the  Borough  employ  no 
more  than  one  or  two  assistants.  No  serious  contravention  of  the 
Shops  Acts  was  reported  during  the  year. 

(v)  CAMPING  SITES 

There  are  no  licensed  sites  in  the  Borough  but  Licences  have 
been  issued  for  the  use  of  several  individual  moveable  dwellings. 
There  are  also  temporary  encampments  in  connection  with  travel- 
ling fairs  which,  although  exempt  from  licensing,  are  kept  under 
observation  by  the  Department. 

(vi)  SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Apparatus  for  recording  the  degree  of  air  pollution  was  main- 
tained in  use  throughout  the  year.  This  apparatus  consists  of  a 
deposit  gauge,  smoke  filter,  and  lead  peroxide  instrument  which 
record  the  nature  of  the  pollution.  The  cost  of  operating  these 
instruments  is  borne  by  the  County  Council.  Timed  observations 
were  made  of  smoke  emission  from  industrial  plant  on  185  occa- 
sions. Nuisances  were  recorded  in  33  instances  in  respect  of  10 
firms. 

A policy  of  close  co-operation  with  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  has 
been  maintained  and  some  degree  of  success  has  been  achieved 
in  dealing  with  difficult  cases. 

There  is  still  much  to  be  done  in  the  field  of  atmospheric  pol- 
lution, an  important  side  of  environmental  health  which  has  not 
shown  good  comparative  Public  Health  progress.  On  the  other 
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hand  it  is  pleasing  to  note  an  increasing  public  awareness  of  the 
evils  of  a polluted  atmosphere;  and  a better  appreciation  by  industry 
of  the  economies  of  smoke  abatement. 


The  accompanying  Tables  and  Graphs  give  a summary  of  the 
results.  A graph  of  daily  recordings  of  the  smoke  filter  is  kept  but 
this  is  too  voluminous  to  make  its  reproduction  practicable  in  this 
report. 


Monthly  Deposit  in  Tons  per  Square  Mile  and  Sulphur  Dioxide 
by  the  Lead  Peroxide  Method. 


Month 

Rainfall 

m.m. 

Insoluble 

Deposit 

Soluble 

Deposit 

Total 

Solids 

S03  mg/ 
day/ 100  sq. 
cms  of 
Batch  A 

Tons  per  Square  Mile 

Lead 

Peroxide 

Jan. 

19 

5.50 

6.16 

11.66 

1.72 

Feb. 

51 

4.50 

6.26 

10.76 

1.79 

Mar. 

20 

16.16 

6.19 

22.35 

2.02 

April 

54 

15,68 

7.71 

23.39 

1.05 

May 

36 

15.44 

4.44 

19.88 

0.86 

June 

63 

9.98 

5.81 

15.79 

0.99 

July 

81 

16.99 

8.25 

25.24 

0.87 

August 

89 

7.98 

5.43 

13.41 

1.08 

Sept. 

39 

16.16 

5.99 

22.15 

1.62 

Oct. 

53 

10.94 

5.91 

16.85 

2.62 

Nov. 

51 

9.53 

4.19 

13.72 

2.35 

Dec. 

31 

11.35 

7.60 

18.95 

2.61 

Annual 

Totals 

587 

140.21 

73.94 

214.15 

19.58 

Monthly 

Averages 

49 

11.68 

6.16 

17.84 

1.63 

Totals  and  Averages  for  previous  year:  — 

Ann’l  11952 

555 

130.61 

79.10 

209.71 

— 

Totals  il9Sl 

875 

138.41 

93.42 

231.83 

1.30 

Mon’y  1952 

46 

10.88 

6.59 

17.47 

— 

Aver.  11951 

73 

11.54 

7.78 

19.32 

1.37 

DAILY  SMOKE  FILTER  DEPOSIT  IN  MILLIGRAMS  PER  CUBIC  METRE  (Monthly  Average) 
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1953 

Month 

No.  of 
Days 
of 

obsn. 

Readings:  mg/m3 

%’s  of  readings  falling 
within  stated  limits 

Aver- 

age 

High- 

est 

Lowest 

Above 

1.25 

0.63- 

1.25 

Below 

0.63 

Jan. 

31 

0.385 

0.723 

0.103 

Nil 

6% 

94% 

Feb. 

28 

0.269 

0.562 

0.080 

Nil 

Nil 

100% 

Mar. 

31 

0.319 

0.783 

0.109 

Nil 

3% 

97% 

April 

30 

0.173 

0.361 

0.093 

Nil 

NU 

100% 

May 

31 

0.082 

0.186 

0.043 

Nil 

Nil 

100% 

June 

30 

0.100 

0.223 

0.045 

Nil 

Nil 

100% 

July 

31 

0.095 

0.208 

0.040 

Nil 

NU 

100% 

August 

31 

0.138 

0.222 

0.090 

Nil 

Nil 

100% 

Sept. 

30 

0.175 

0.542 

0.085 

Nil 

NU 

100% 

Oct. 

27 

0.346 

0.834 

0.090 

Nil 

11% 

89% 

Nov. 

30 

0.274 

0.646 

0.073 

Nil 

3% 

97% 

Dec. 

31 

0.336 

0.834 

0.127 

Nil 

16% 

84% 

MONTHLY 

AVERAGES 

0.224 

— 

— 

Nil 

3% 

97% 

Monthly 

Averages  for  previous  years  — 

1952 

0.212 

_ 

_ 

Nil 

2% 

98% 

1951 

0.242 

— 

— 

Nil 

3% 

97% 

(vii)  SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

(This  information  has  been  supplied  by  Mr.  R.  McKnight, 
M.N.A.B.S.,  Baths  Superintendent) 

There  is  one  public  baths  in  the  Borough,  but  no  privately 
owned  swimming  baths  or  pools  open  to  the  public.  Full  particulars 
of  the  public  baths  were  given  on  page  53  of  the  Annual  Report 
for  1937. 

The  number  of  bathers  during  1953  was  116,269  of  which 
58,396  were  the  general  public,  53,873  scholars,  and  4,000  attend- 
ances during  the  summer  by  members  of  the  Swimming  Club. 


An  interesting  item,  included  in  the  above  figures,  is  that  there 
were  1,243  attendances  by  Old  Age  Pensioners  for  free  Slipper 
Baths. 

Action  taken  to  secure  the  satisfactory  condition  of  the  water 
in  the  swimming  baths  : — 


32 


During  June,  four  samples  of  water  were  taken  and  submit- 
ted to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Wakefield,  for  bacteriological 
examinations.  These  consisted  of  an  inlet  sample  and  an  outlet 
sample  from  each  of  the  two  swimming  pools. 


The  following  were  the  results  of  the  examinations  : — 
Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilh,  Mac  Conkey 

2 days  37°C.  None  per  100  ml. 

Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  ...  None  per  100  ml. 

Free  chlorine  content  per  million  parts  water  : — 

1st  Class  Pool — inlet  0.5 
1st  Class  Pool — oudet  0.6 
2nd  Class  Pool — inlet  0.9 
2nd  Qass  Pool — outlet  0.8 

The  foregoing  results  were  satisfactory. 


(viii)  Eradication  of  Vermin 

The  number  of  council  houses  found  to  be  infested  with  bed 
bugs  was  10  and  other  houses  72.  All  were  disinfested  by 
Gammexane  Smoke  and  contact  insecticides. 

There  is  a steady  fall  in  the  amount  of  vermin  infestation  found 
— probably  due  to  better  public  awareness  that  verminous  condi- 
tions are,  in  spite  of  overcrowding,  unnecessary  and  that  disinfesta- 
tion is  cheap,  easy  and  effective  with  modern  insecticides.  It  is 
pleasing  to  note  that  members  of  the  public  are  now  more  ready 
to  seek  assistance  from  the  Department  than  they  used  to  be. 

Rodent  Control 

The  work  of  rodent  control  is  carried  out  in  accordance  with 
the  scheme  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  the 
following  table  shows  details  of  the  work  done. 


Type  of  Property 
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4.  SCHOOLS 

There  has  been  no  special  report  upon  the  sanitary  conditions 
and  water  supply  of  schools  during  the  year — all  the  schools  being 
supplied  with  water  from  the  Corporation  mains. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1953  FOR 
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M/c 

line 

No. 

(9) 

70 

Section  111 

Prosecu- 

tions 

(8) 

Nil 

Nil 

Notices 

served 

(7) 

Nil 

Z 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises 

(6) 

•’73 

z 

Section  110 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

(5) 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

(4) 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of 
out- 
workers in 
Aug.  list 
required 
by  Sect. 
llOdXc') 

1 (3) 

(S 

(S 

M/c 

No. 

line 

(2) 

CT) 

OL 

Nature  of  Work 

(1) 

Wearing  Apparel  (making,  etc.) 

h 
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GENERAL  REPORT  UPON  HOUSING  ACTIVITIES 
IN  THE  BOROUGH 

The  Borough  Surveyor,  Mr.  T.  Mossop,  has  supplied  the 
following  information  : — 

Housing 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  or  converted  ; — 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ..  152 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  ...  22 

(c)  Temporary  Nil 

(d)  Police  Authorities  4 

(e)  Conversions  ...  ...  4 extra  houses 

UNFIT  HOUSES— ACTION  UNDER  HOUSING  ACT,  1936 

The  maintenance  of  sound  housing  conditions  is  work  of  major 
importance  which  has  presented  miany  problems  since  the  war. 
There  is,  in  the  Borough,  a hard  core  of  bad  housing  for  which 
the  only  complete  and  final  answer  is  removal  by  demolition.  The 
housing  shortage  is  such  that  it  has  not  been  possible  to  deal  with 
these  insanitary  areas  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  next  annual  report 
will  record  a positive  programme  of  slum  clearance. 


Action  under  the  Housing  Act  against  individlial  dwellings 
has  been  taken  on  a necessarily  limited  scale  and  a summary  of 
action  taken  over  the  past  three  years  is  as  follows  : — 


1953 

1952 

1951 

Official  Representations.  Secs.  11 

and  12  

3 

1 

4 

Demolition  Orders  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Closing  Orders  

2 

1 



Undertakings  not  to  use  ... 

J 

— 

2 

TOTALS  ... 

8 

2 

8 

A tremendous  amount  of  work  is  done  by  the  .Department 
to  remedy  housing  defects  by  way  of  action  under  the  Pubhc 
Health  Acts,  and  with  a good  deal  of  success.  But  the  problem 
of  sub-standard  dwellings  in  industrial  towns  cannot  be  solved 
under  this  limiting  legislation;  vigorous  and  bold  action  under  the 
Housing  Acts  offers  the  only  real  way  to  improve  the  houses  that 
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are  worth  improving  and  to  clear  away  the  large  number  of  houses 
in  this  Borough  which  are  old,  worn  out,  back-to-back,  and  lack- 
ing the  amenities  associated  with  a healthy  and  reasonable  standard 
of  life. 

The  tenancy  allocation  of  Corporation  houses  is  by  “Points” 
to  ensure  that  appUcants  are  re-housed  according  to  need  and 
Points  assessment  for  medical  reasons  or  for  unfit  housing  is  the 
responsibUity  of  this  Department.  In  last  year’s  Annual  Report 
detailed  figures  showed  that  it  would  be  well  over  ten  years  before 
all  housing  applications  could  be  satisfied  without  allowing  any- 
thing for  replacement  of  slum  houses.  This  gives  a measure  of 
the  problem  facing  the  Council  when  deciding  on  the  extent  of 
action  it  will  take  under  the  Housing  Acts  to  clear  away  unsanitanr 
areas. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
(a)  Milk  Supply 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  on  the  register  : — 


Milk  Distributors  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

Dairies  16 

No.  of  premises  at  which  improvements  were  carried  out  2 


Premises  at  which  Milk  is  sold  only  in  sealed  botties 

. . . 120 

Bacteriological  Examination 

No.  of 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Samples 

factory 

factory 

Methvlene  Blue  Test 

14 

11 

T.T.  (Farm  Bottled) 

3 

T.T.  

2 

2 

— 

Accredited 

_ 

— 

Pasteurised 

93 

93 

— 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

33 

32 

1 invalid 

Sterilised 

— 

— 

— 

Ungraded  (Heat  Treated)  ... 

5 

5 

— 

Ungraded  (Raw) 

14 

13 

1 

Samples  taken  by  W.R.C.C. 

Phosphatase  Test 

93 

93 

Pasteurised 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

33 

33 

Tinbidity  Test 

8 

8 

Sterilised  

Totals 

295 

290 

4 

1 invalid 

Biological  Examination 

7 

7 

— 

302 

297 
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The  samples  examined  in  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Wake- 
field numbered  295  for  bacteriological  examination  and  7 for  bio- 
logical examination. 

The  improvement  noted  last  year  has  been  maintained  and  it 
is  pleasing  to  record  the  positive  stridesi  which  have  been  taken 
towards  a clean  and  safe  milk  supply. 


The  issue  of  licences  pursuant  to  the  provision  of  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regula- 
tions, 1949,  and  the  Milk  (Si>ecial  Designations)  (Raw  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949. 


The  number  of  Ucences  in  force  during  1953  were  as  follows: — 


(a)  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

Dealers’  Licences 
Supplementary  Licences 

(b)  Pasteurised  Milk 

Pasteurisers’  Licences  . 
Dealers’  Licences 
Supplementary  Licences 

(c)  Sterilised  Milk 

Dealers’  Licences 
Supplementary  Licences 


28 

15 


1 

27 

14 


118 

6 


The  number  of  licences  of  all  kinds  in  respect  of  these  safer 
milks  was  209  as  against  177  for  the  previous  year. 


(b)  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

During  1953,  9,  visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses;  126  visits 
to  meat  shops;  691  visits  to  market  stalls;  598  visits  to  provision 
and  other  food  stores;  129  visits  to  bakehouses;  103  visits  to  fried 
fish  shops;  225  visits  to  food  preparation  rooms  and  canteens;  and 
79  visits  to  ice-cream  premises. 

The  total  number  of  carcases  and  their  organs  examined  in 
local  slaughterhouses  was  6,  all  being  cottagers’  pigs  slaughtered 
on  licenses  granted  by  the  Food  Executive  Officer. 
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Over  1 ton  of  diseased,  unsound  or  unwholesome  meat  and 
other  foods  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food,  this  being 
a decrease  on  condemnation  for  the  previous  year. 


DETAILS  OF  FOOD  CONDEMNED,  1953 


lbs.  ozs. 

lbs.  ozs. 

Beef 

5 

0 

Tinned  Pineapple  Juice 

1 

3 

Bacon 

22 

6 

„ Fruit  Salad  ... 

2 

0 

Beef  Sausage 

29 

0 

„ Strawberries 

3 

m 

Pork  Sausage 

14 

0 

„ Apple  Jelly  ... 

1 

8 

Rabbits 

55 

0 

„ Plum  Tomatoes 

4 

6 

Tinned 

Chicken 

4 

0 

„ Tomatoes 

12 

0 

Ham 

380 

2 

„ Peas 

20 

m 

Pork  

4 

11 

„ Carrots 

4 

10 

Chopped  Pork 

2 

4 

„ Baked  Beans 

5 

4 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

15 

6 

„ Beans 

7 

6 

Luncheon  Meat 

11 

8 

„ Beetroot 

1 

4 

Minced  Meat  Loaf 

1 

8 

„ Potatoes 

57 

11 

Minced  Beef  Loaf 

12 

„ Vegetable  Soup 

10 

Jellied  Veal 

12 

0 

„ Soup  (misc.) 

140 

0 

Pork  Brawn 

1 

12 

„ Liquid  Egg  ... 

16 

0 

Pressed  Beef 

6 

12 

„ Condensed  Milk 

11 

0 

» 

Corned  Beef 

18 

7 

„ Evaporated  Milk 

43 

13 

Ox  Tongue 

55 

3 

Miscellaneous  Tinned  Food  56 

0 

Stewed  Steak 

13 

0 

Prunes 

16 

15 

Chicken  and  Ham 

Currants 

144 

0 

Paste 

li 

Sultanas 

135 

0 

Irish  Stew 

2 

0 

Raisins 

390 

0 

Tongue 

5 

2 

Butter 

25 

0 

Meat  Soup 

15 

Eggs  

17 

1 

Cod  

6 

8 

Synthetic  Cream 

5 

0 

Salmon  

2 

4 

Cheese 

1 

12 

Brisling 

4 

Salad  Cream 

1 

Shrimps 

1 

10 

Sauce  

1 

7 

Crawfish 

6i 

Biscuits 

7 

2 

Crab 

2 

Oatmeal 

1 

0 

Rock  Lobster  . . . 

1 

10 

Semolina 

15 

0 

Sardines 

4i 

“Bourn-Vita” 

13 

0 

Peaches 

15 

5 

“Vita-Wheat” 

3 

8 

Pineapple 

38 

6| 

Desiccated  Coconut  . . . 

28 

0 

Pears  

7 

7 

Apple  

5 

4 

2,254 

14i 

Apricots 

10 

14 

Damsons 

27 

14 

Cherries 

38 

4 

» 

Greengages 

7 

4 

Plums 

196 

14 

Total — 

53 

Oranges 

5 

1 

1 ton,  0 cwts.,  0 qrs.,  14  lbs. 

14i 

Bilberries 

12 

ozs. 

Blackcurrants 

3 

3 

35 

Grapefruit 

9 

7i 

33 

Grape  Juice 

8 

0 

Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks 

No  outbreak  under  this  heading  occurred  during  1953,  and 
the  following  table  is  necessary  only  because  it  is  required  to  be 
shown  in  the  prescribed  form  : — 
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Total 

number 

of 

outbreaks 

Number 

of 

cases 

Number 

of 

deaths 

Organisms  or 
other  agents 
responsible  with 
number  of  out- 
breaks 

attributable  to 
each 

Foods  involved 
with  number  of 
outbreaks 
associated  with 
each  food 

NU 

4 

(single  case) 

Nil 

— 

— 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 — Sec.  14 

The  numbers  of  premises  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  were  as  follows  : — 

Ice-cream — Manufacture  and  Sale  8 

Ice-Cream — Sale  only  95 

Sausage  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved 
food — Preparation  or  manufacture  31 

Most  of  the  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  are 
concerned  exclusively  as  regards  this  commodity  with  pre-wrapped 
ice-cream  stored  in  proper  refrigerators. 


Byelaws — Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food,  etc. 

126  visits  were  made  to  meat  shops,  225  to  food  preparation 
rooms,  canteens,  etc.,  598  to  provision  shops,  129  to  bakehouses, 
103  to  fried  fish  and  chip  shops,  79  to  ice-cream  premises  and  691 
to  market  stalls.  Verbal  advice  was  continued  and  many  written 
notices  issued,  together  with  further  distribution  of  literature,  includ- 
ing standards  of  practice  for  the  following  trades  : — 

Grocery  and  Provision  Stores,  Butchers’  Shops,  Fried  Fish  Shops, 
Bakery  and  Confectionery  Shops,  Bakehouses,  Cafes,  Restaurants, 
and  Canteens,  Markets  and  Licensed  Premises. 

A course  of  lectures  in  Clean  Food  Handling  was  organised  in 
the  Borough  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance.  Good  attendances  were 
recorded  and  interest  and  enthusiasm  were  reflected  at  the  subse- 
quent examination  when  all  candidates  reached  the  pass  mark. 

The  basic  training  of  food  handlers  is  invaluable  because  so 
much  depends  on  the  personal  factor  if  a high  standard  of  food 
cleanliness  isi  to  be  maintained. 
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(c)  ADULTERATION,  ETC. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc. 
in  Food)  Regulations,  1925  and  1948 

During  the  year  under  review,  164  samples  of  milk  and  mis- 
cellaneous foods  as  detailed  in  the  appended  Table  I,  were  purchased 
and  submitted  to  the  PubUc  Analyst,  who  certified  160  samples  to 
be  genuine  and  4 adulterated.  This  gives  an  adulteration  or  not 
genuine  figure  of  2.4%  as  compared  with  1.97%  for  the  previous 
year. 


TABLE  I. 


Particulars  of  Food  and  Drugs  Samples  and  Results  of  Analysis 


Sample 


Milk 

Tinned  Pineapple 
Lollipop  Syrup 
Tomato  Ketchup 
Orange  Squash 
Sugar 

Sterihsed  Cream 

Malt  Vinegar 

Tea 

Honey 

Raisins 

Currants 

Sultanas 

Butter 

Lard 

Lemon  Crystals 
Shredded  Beef  Suet 
Pepper 

Baking  Powder 
Cut  Mixed  Peel 
Custard  Powder 
Glace  Cherries 
Ground  Almonds 
Potted  Beef 
Pork  Sausage 
JeUy 
Dripping 
Ground  Ginger 
Orange  Marmalade 
Cocoa 
Marzipan 
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TABLE  II 

Administrative  Action  taken  in  respect  of  Samples  reported  by  the 
Public  Analyst  to  be  not  genuine 


Sample 

No. 


807 


Nature  of  Sample  and  result  of  Analysis 


Milk.  Fat  2.64%.  Solids  not  fat  8.40% 
(F.P. — 554°C.)  Contains  only  88%  of 
minimum  amount  of  fat  required. 


Remarks 


Producer /Retailer 
cautioned 


830 


Milk.  Fat  3.52%.  Solids  not  fat  8.24%.  Producer 
Contains  3.0%  added  water.  cautioned 


814 


815 


Milk.  Fat  2.64%.  Solids  not  fat  8.86%. 
Contains  only  88%  of  minimum  amount 
of  fat  required.  (‘Course  of  Delivery’ 
sample  taken  for  Morley  B.C.) 

Milk.  Fat  2.94%.  Solids  not  fat  9.00%. 
Contains  only  98%  of  minimum  amount 
of  fat  required.  (‘Course  of  Delivery’ 
sample  taken  for  Morley  B.C.) 


Subsequent 
“Appeal  to  Cow” 
samples  showed 
' milk  to  be  of 
sub-standard 
fat  content 


TABLE  III 

Average  Composition  of  Milk  'Samples 


Year 

Average  Milk  Fat 
per  cent 

Average  Non-Fatty 
solids  per  cent 

1953  

3.75 

8.70 

1952  

3.75 

8.64 

1951  

3.72 

8.68 

1950  

3.68 

8.70 

1949  

3.70 

8.65 

1948  

3.71 

8.54 

1947  

3.66 

8.63 

1946  

3.65 

8.61 

Requirements  of  the 
Sale  of  Milk  Regula- 
tions 1939  

3.00  j 

8.50 
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TABLE  IV 

Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947  to  1952 

60  samples  of  ice-cream  were  bacteriologically  examined  af  tlie 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Wakefield,  by  the  Methylene  Blue  Test 
(M.R.C.  Method)  and  the  results  were  as  follows  : — 


Manufac- 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

turer 

Type  of 

No.  of 

Mix 

Samples 

Gr. 

Gr. 

Gr. 

Gr. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

A 

Not  known 

12 

11 

1 

B 

» 

3 

1 

— 

1 

1 

C 

» 

10 

9 

1 

— 

— 

D 

4 

3 

1 

— 

— 

£ 

» 

10 

9 

1 

— 

— 

F 

A» 

6 

4 

1 

1 

— 

G 

Hot 

6 

2 

2 

2 

— 

H 

Not  known 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

I 

>J 

3 

1 

— 

1 

1 

J 

Hot 

3 

3 

— 

— 



K 

Not  known 

1 

1 

— 

— 



L 

Hot 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals 

60 

45 

7 

6 

2 

Summary 


No.  of 

Year 

Samples 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

1953 

60 

45  (75.0%) 

7 (11.7%) 

6 (10.0%) 

2 (3.3%) 

1952 

86 

58  (67.5%) 

15  (17.4%) 

10  (11.6%) 

3 (3.5%) 

1951 

107 

85  (79.4%) 

11  (10.3%) 

7 (6.5%) 

4 (3.8%) 

1950 

117 

39  (33.3%) 

40  (34.2%) 

22  (18.8%) 

16  (13.7%) 

1949 

98 

33  (33.7%) 

17  (17.3%) 

29  (29.6%) 

19  (19.4%) 

1948 

65 

43  (66.2%) 

8 (12.3%) 

12  (18.5%) 

2 (3.0%) 

Iced  Lollipops 

19  samples  of  Iced  LoUipops  were  bacteriologically  examined 
at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Wakefield,  by  the  Coliform  Test, 
and  all  were  reported  upon  as  satisfactory,  coliform  bacilli  not  being 
isolated. 
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TABLE  V 


Synthetic  Cream 

26  samples  of  Synthetic  Cream  were  bacteriologically  examined 
at  the  PubUc  Health  Laboratory,  Wakefield,  and  the  results  were 
as  follows  : — 


Sample  No. 

Plate  Count 
(per  ml.) 

Coliform 

Bacilli 

Pathogenic 

Organisms 

1 

130,000 

Not  isolated 

Not  isolated 

2 

32,000 

do. 

do. 

3 

114,000 

Present  in  0.1  ml. 

do. 

4 

350,000 

Not  isolated 

do. 

5 

100 

do. 

do. 

6 

96,000 

do. 

do. 

7 

116,000 

do. 

do. 

8 

10,000 

do. 

do. 

9 

80,000 

Present  in  0.01  ml. 

do. 

10 

500,000 

Not  isolated 

do. 

11 

240,000 

do. 

do. 

12 

320,000 

do. 

do. 

13 

Uncountable 

do. 

do. 

14 

32,000 

do. 

do. 

15 

20,000 

Present  in  0.01  ml. 

do. 

16 

Uncountable 

do. 

do. 

17 

60 

Not  isolated 

do. 

18 

2,000 

do. 

do. 

19 

3,200 

do. 

do. 

20 

9,000 

do. 

do. 

21 

2,000 

do. 

do. 

22 

0 

do. 

do. 

23 

20 

do. 

do. 

24 

80 

do. 

do. 

25 

1,000 

do. 

do. 

26 

3,100 

do. 

do. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Regulations,  1951 

A considerable  amount  of  rag  flock  is  manufactured  in  the 
Borough  and  the  Act  is  directed  towards  securing  cleanliness  of 
filling  materials  used  in  bedding,  upholstery,  toys  and  the  like. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the  analyses  of  the 
samples  taken. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tubeiculosis)  during  the  year  1953 
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SMALLPOX 

No  case  of  Smallpox  occurred  within  the  Borough,  but  the 
outbreak  of  Asiatic  Smallpox  which  arose  in  neighbouring  districts 
of  the  West  Riding,  involved  the  Health  Services  in  a considerable 
amount  of  work.  As  Oakwell  Smallpox  Hospital  is  situated  within 
the  Borough,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  notified  when  that 
hospital  was  about  to  be  opened  for  the  reception  of  the  first  case 
on  March  12th. 

Throughout  the  outbreak  close  co-operation  was  maintained 
with  Medical  and  Administrative  officers  of  the  local  and  regional 
hospital  authorities,  particularly  regarding  measures  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  infection  around  the  hospital.  Special  arrangements  were 
made  for  the  vaccination  of  families  of  staff  working  in  the  hospital 
and  in  the  neighbouring  Geriatric  hospital,  which  was,  itself,  taken 
into  use  at  a later  date  for  the  treatment  of  smallpox  cases,  the 
Geriatric  patients  having  been  transferred  to  other  hospitals  in  the 
distria. 

The  outbreak  did  not  appear  to  be  involving  the  Borough,  but 
there  was  a steadily  increasing  deinand  for  vaccination  by  the  public. 
On  April  17th  a fatal  case  occurred  in  a man  of  61  who  lived 
within  a mile  of  the  Northern  boundary  of  the  Borough.  Although 
only  4 direct  contacts  of  this  man  lived  in  the  Borough,  the  proxi- 
mity of  this  case  caused  a rush  for  vaccination  of  remarkable  pro- 
portions which  lasted  for  several  days.  As  there  was  no  direct 
reason  for  “Mass  Vaccination”  only  two  special  vaccination  Clinics 
were  held  at  die  Infant  Welfare  Centre.  On  May  3rd  a young 
miner  contracted  the  disease  and  eventually  died.  The  Mine  in 
which  he  worked  was  within  half  a mile  of  the  Borough  boundary; 
although  the  man  hved  several  miles  away.  About  60  workers 
in  this  mine  lived  in  the  Borough.  They  were  vaccinated  immedi- 
ately by  Medical  Officers  of  the  National  Coal  Board  but  their 
homes  were  visited  and  vaccination  offered  to  their  families  and 
the  miners  were  kept  under  observation  for  16  days.  When  the 
last  patient  was  discharged  from  hospital,  the  Health  Department 
was  asked  to  undertake  the  terminal  disinfection  of  the  hospitals 
used 


This  task  was  carried  out  with  care  and  efficiency  by  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  Mr.  J.  H.  Raynor  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Hall  to  whom  the 
greatest  credit  is  due. 
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As  a result  of  this  outbreak  and  of  the  rush  for  vaccination 
referred  to  above,  the  total  vaccinations  recorded  during  the  year 
is  7,522 

'SCARLET  FEVER — 33  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
The  type  was  generally  mild. 


DIPHTHERIA — No  case  was  notified  during  the  year.  The 
following  persons  were  immunised  against  Diphtheria  : — 

311  children  under  school  age. 

36  school  children. 

40  children  received  a “reinforcing”  injection. 

This  brings  the  total  number  of  attendances  from  January,  1935, 
when  the  scheme  was  originally  inaugurated,  to  December,  1953, 
to  17,203. 

The  prophylactic  used  was  A.P.T.-2  injections  of  0.2  c.c.  + 
0.5  c.c. 

ENTERIC  FEVER  (including  PARATYPHOID)— No  case 
was  notified  during  the  year. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA— 1 case  occurred  during  the  year. 

PNEUMONIA  (Acute  Primary  and  Acute  Influenzal) — 11  cases 
were  notified  during  the  year.  There  were  16  deaths  from  Pneu- 
monia (all  forms). 

MEASLES — There  were  799  cases  notified  during  the  year. 
One  death  occurred. 

WHOOPING  COUGH — There  were  100  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough  notified  during  the  year.  No  fatal  case  occurred. 

ERYSIPELAS — One  case  was  notified. 

CEREBRO  SPINAL  MENINGITIS— No  notification  was 
received. 


IHCI[>ENC£  ANPAiOmuTY  OF  DIPHTHERIA  IN  BAILEY  1900-1953 
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ACUTE  ANTERIOR  POLIOMYELITIS— One  paralytic 
case  occurred  during  the  year,  and  was  treated  in  hospital. 

DYSENTERY — 17  cases  were  notified  or  discovered  during 
the  year.  In  all  cases  confirmed  bacteriologicaUy,  the  organism 
Was  Sh.  Dysenteriae  “Soime.” 

The  majority  of  cases  were  mild,  and  some  found  by  investi- 
gation of  contacts  in  the  family  were  free  from  symptoms. 

INFLUENZA — Three  deaths  were  certified  to  be  the  result  of 
influenza. 

ANTHRAX — One  case  was  notified.  The  patient  was  removed 
to  hospital. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 
REGULATIONS,  1925 

No  action  was  taken  or  called  for  during  1953. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  Section  172 

No  action  was  taken  or  called  for  during  1953. 


TUBERCULOSIS  IN  BATLEY— 1953 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Re  spiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 





1 











15 

2 

4 

1 

— 





— 

25 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35 

3 

I 





1 







45 

2 

1 



1 









55 

1 

65  and  upwards 

Totals 

9 

8 

2 

3 

1 

1 

— 

52 


TUBERCULOSIS  STATISTICS— 1942  - 1953 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Total 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Total 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1942 

26 

9 

8 

3 

6 

11 

2 

7 

1 

1 

1943 

32 

10 

10 

4 

8 

21 

11 

7 

3 

— 

1944 

32 

17 

7 

1 

7 

16 

9 

3 

3 

1 

1945 

26 

12 

4 

5 

5 

9 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1946 

31 

12 

9 

5 

5 

11 

3 

4 

2 

2 

1947 

24 

9 

7 

2 

6 

17 

12 

2 

1 

2 

1948 

23 

8 

10 

4 

1 

7 

5 

2 

— 

— 

1949 

28 

10 

10 

2 

6 

10 

6 

3 

1 

— 

1950 

36 

16 

10 

4 

6 

7 

6 

— 

— 

1 

1951 

31 

10 

10 

4 

7 

14 

7 

3 

1 

3 

1952 

36 

12 

13 

5 

6 

4 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1953 

22 

9 

8 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

All  Tuberculosis  deaths  were  notified  cases. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  concerning  wilful 
neglect  or  refusal  to  notify  Tuberculosis. 

Protection  against  Tuberculosis  : — 

The  Local  Health  Authority’s  scheme  for  vaccination  widi 
B.C.G.  vaccine  was  commenced  in  July,  1951. 

Cases  are  selected  and  vaccination  carried  out  by  the  local 
Chest  Physician  (Dr.  J.  Viner). 


B.C.G.  VACCINATIONS 

Age  Group 

Under  1 year  

1-5  years  

5-15  years  

15  years  and  over  


Cases 

10 

2 

9 

7 


